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CRYSTAL LAKE – With
the new-home construc-
tion business in the dol-
drums, builders might have
little inclination to dwell on
charitable causes.

That is not the case with
Peter Scholl, founder and
president of Scholl Con-
struction Co., 5908 Edgwood
Road. Scholl has a chari-
table cause in mind and,
while pursuing that project,
he will continue to pursue
activities that keep his con-
struction business solvent.

Keeping 25 carpenters
busy, Scholl has 13 projects
underway including an

indoor tennis house with
attached suites in Delavan,
WI, and a custom steel-
frame single-family house
in Chicago’s Lincoln Park
neighborhood.

Scholl has volunteered
his time and labor (materi-
als provided) to complete
tack and grain rooms, plus
putting finishing touches on
an outside horse shelter for
Midwest Center for Chil-

dren’s Development at 4701
N. Oak St, Crystal Lake.

“I toured the facility and
was amazed at all the hard
work that is being done
there. The therapy available
and the assistance offered
to these children is simply
astounding,” Scholl said.

Scholl volunteered his
services after his office
manager, Barbara Merkel,
introduced him to the cen-
ter. Merkel volunteers at the
center and has been doing
so for three years.

“I guess I am responsible
for getting Pete interested
in the center, but once he

saw what was going on he
became very enthusiastic.
We do not get any govern-
ment money and survive on
donations, garage sales and
fund raisers, so we depend
on people like Pete to give
us a hand.”

The center offers therapy
services to children and
adults with medical, physi-
cal and mental disabilities.
Services are offered in a
natural environment of
animals, trees and fields.
“It is somewhat like a farm
setting,” Merkel said. The 12
horses at the 17-acre MCCD
are a major tool in the thera-

py. Clients get to touch,
feed, and ride the animals.

“The center provides
social, emotional and devel-
opmental assistance and the
horses are a big part of this
process,” Merkel said

Scholl will finish his
construction contributions
shortly, but Merkel indi-
cated work at the center
is never done. Inside an
8,500-square-foot heated
arena sit two trailers. One
is an office and the other is
utilized for physical thera-
py.

See BUILDER, page 2

Construction company owner gives back to community
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Peter Scholl, founder and president of School Construction Co. in Crystal Lake, was persuaded to use company time and personnel on several building projects at Midwest Center for
Children’s Development in Crystal Lake.
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“The goal is to get the trailers
out and get the activities that go
on there housed under one roof.
Also we would like to finish off
an unfinished 2,000-square-foot
room and put a viewing room
above it so parents and others
can watch their children ride
or interact with the children
in the arena,” Merkel said. She
suggested a former 12-foot-by-50-
foot chicken coop that has been
remodeled into a speech and oc-
cupational therapy clinic might
need upgrades.

Goals and upgrades might
have to wait a few months, if not
years.

“For the moment, I am proud
to be a small part of getting a few
things done at the center,” Scholl
said. “Our recent contribution
was just a beginning. We hope
to be able to help them again as
they move toward their goals for
a state-of-the art facility.”

Scholl has to concentrate on
his 13 projects that keep his com-

pany afloat. Two of those, a steel
house in Chicago and a condo-
minium-tennis court complex in
Delavan, WI are unique.

“Our two large projects are
running concurrently and on
tight timelines. With projects of
this size, we staff accordingly
and work whatever hours needed
to meet the deadlines. Even so,
we will fulfill our commitments
to the MCC, ” Scholl said. Small-
er projects include sunrooms and
other additions, pole barns and
finishing basements.

“I am so proud of Pete for
what he is giving back to his
community,” Merkel added. “I
have been volunteering at the
center for three years and if I am
alive 30 years from now I will
still be a volunteer.”

To volunteer time, make a
donation,or take a tour of MCCD,
call administrator Doug Young,
815-788-1020.

For information on Scholl
Construction Co. call 815-479-
0910 or 815-955-8720 or visit www.
schollconstruction.net or www.
facebook.com/SchollConstruc-
tionCompany.
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Peter Scholl of Scholl Construction in Crystal Lake has 12 building projects underway, including a 6,000-square-foot single-family custom house framed in steel in Chicago.

Photo provided

Peter Scholl checks out the progress on a horse saddle and equipment room his company is build-
ing free of charge for Midwest Center for Children’s Development at 4701 N. Oak St, Crystal Lake.


